17 Carnot Street

Original title: Carnotstraat 17

Today, the ground floor at 17 Carnot Street serves as a prayer house. In days gone by, this venue
was known as Ciné Rubens, one of Belgium's largest and most modern film theatres. The
five-story facade above comprises balconies and bay windows exuding a certain fin-de-siécle
charm, despite a scattering of satellite dishes. In the entrance hall, the names on the rows of
letterboxes and doorbells provide an obvious clue as to the many different nationalities living
under this roof: Romanians, Moroccans, Burkinabes, Nepalese, Armenians and Tibetans. AlImost
all the tenants in this building are migrants in search of an identity.
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