First Elections

Large parts of Goma were covered with lava after the eruption of the Nyiragongo volcano in
January 2002. Today kids live in the ruins on the lava. They sell paper hankies to grown-ups in the
city, and lava rocks to construction builders. Meanwhile, the kids are building their own city on top
of the old one, a city complete with radios and tv's, white jeeps and blue helmets, presidents and
vice-presidents, commercials and hate campaigns, cemeteries and election fever. The kids emerge
from the lava, as it were, and reveal the world underneath the rubble.
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