
The Flaxfield

Original title: De vlasschaard

The only resistance an old farmer meets comes from his son, a lively young fellow who has an
easy-going nature but is less and less content to stand in his father's shadow and let his own
development be held back. His father refuses to acknowledge that his strength is ebbing and the
time has really come for him to abdicate. The latent conflict between both men comes to surface
through a rather minor issue: the question when the flax is to be sown this year. For the first time
the conflict explodes. At about the same time, the son falls in love with a young, fresh, lively
milkmaid. An erotic, passionate love develops. It further enrages the old man and when he catches
them at a dance one day, he uses this occasion as a pretext to cement his power by other means.
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