
The Swell

Original title: Als de dijken breken

The Swell tells the contemporary story of what would happen in the Netherlands and Belgium if the
dikes and dams were to collapse. Five million people live on land that is way below sea level. What
will remain of these areas if a flood were to occur? The weather in the Netherlands has been
increasingly fierce, and everyone is braced for impact. Could this be the super storm that hits the
country only once every 10,000 years? In the darkest of scenarios, that would mean a catastrophe
for inhabitants of the coastal provinces. Millions of people would faced with an impossible choice
and would be in danger of their lives when the levees break.We follow six of these people in a
compelling and emotional narrative mosaic. The Swell is about what life-threatening conditions do
to relationships, about a national government under pressure and the resilience of a nation. And
the storm continues to have a hold on the characters once the tide has turned. How do you start
over when everything has been destroyed?
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CREATION DETAILS

TYPE: Series

PRODUCTION SHARE: Minority Flemish

co-production

YEAR OF PRODUCTION: 2016

PRODUCTION STATUS: Completed

ORIGINAL TITLE: Als de dijken breken

TECHNICAL SPECS

RUNNING TIME: 6 x 45'

AVAILABLE IN: 2D

COLOUR: Colour
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